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Diademed Sandpiper-Plover by Dubi Shapiro 

 

Chile occupies a 2,650 mile-long narrow ribbon of land between the Pacific Ocean and the Andes, and 

stretches from north of the Atacama Desert to Cape Horn, the southernmost headland of the Tierra del 

Fuego archipelago. We will also be venturing into neighbouring Argentina for a few nights where the 

focus point is the province of Mendoza – famous for its wines. Both Chile and Argentina are two of South 
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America’s most stable and prosperous nations and our special birds and wine tour will take us through 

some fabulous locations in both of these beautiful countries.  

The birding opportunities are fantastic and we will visit some of the country’s most famous sites for a 

range of specialities and endemics. Ample time will also be spent enjoying the fabulous wine country 

where the Malbecs shine and the Cabernet’s show class and style. Highlights from a birding point of 

view range from the giant Andean Condor to the highly prized Diademed Sandpiper-Plover. Other 

sought-after specials include the unique Chilean tapaculos called huet-huets and turcas, Rufous-legged 

Owl, Magellanic Woodpecker, White-throated Treerunner, Grey-breasted Seedsnipe, Sandy Gallito and 

the appropriately named Giant Hummingbird. We will also undertake an exciting pelagic excursion in 

search of the region’s seabirds, including the rare Peruvian Diving Petrel and Chilean Skua. 

Accommodations, meals and wines are excellent throughout the tour and the Chilean and Argentinian 

people offer warm hospitality, which combined with outstanding scenery, makes our birds and wine tour 

of Chile & Argentina an extremely memorable experience! 
 

THE TOUR AT A GLANCE… 
 

 

THE ITINERARY 

Day 1 Arrival in Santiago, Chile 

Day 2 Santiago (Batuco) - wine tastings at Concha & Toro and Aquitania vineyards 

Day 3 El Yeso Reservoir and Baños Morales 

Day 4 Drive to Talca - Altos de Lircay Nature Reserve 

Day 5 Lake Colbun - Santa Cruz vineyards (Lolol) 

Day 6 Colchagua Valley - Viu Manent, Montes and Mont Grass vineyards 

Day 7 Maipo River and El Peral Nature Reserve, Matetic vineyard 

Day 8 Pelagic trip off Valparaiso - Cachagua 

Day 9 La Campana NP - Loma Larga and Emiliana vineyards, Casablanca Valley 

Day 10 Cross the Andes into Argentina and birding the Uspallata area 

Day 11 Birding Uspallata area, the Uco Valley and Salentein vineyards 

Day 12 Birding the Uco Valley and Zuccardi vineyards 

Day 13 Birding Mendoza 

Day 14 Escorihuela Gascón vineyards, depart from Mendoza Airport 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RBL - Chile & Argentina – Birds & Wine  3 

 

 

 

TOUR MAP… 
 

 
 

THE TOUR IN DETAIL… 

 

Day 1: Arrival in Santiago. Today has been set aside as an arrival day. You will have the opportunity 

to meet with your tour leaders and enjoy a lovely dinner together this evening. 

 

Day 2: Santiago (Batuco) - wine tastings at Concha & Toro and Aquitania vineyards.  This morning 

we begin with a visit to some lowland 

marshes a short distance north of 

Santiago Airport. This area will be a fine 

location to kick things off and we will 

look for a variety of species including 

Rosy-billed Pochard, White-cheeked 

Pintail and Cocoi Heron. It is worth 

noting that over the past decade the area 

has been receiving below average 

rainfall. This has had a negative effect on 

the overall extent of the marshland 

habitat however we still expect to see a 

number of good species and if fortunate 

we may even find the rare South 

American Painted Snipe. 

 El Yeso scenery by Forrest Rowland 
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During the afternoon we will take the opportunity to visit 

our first vineyard - Viña Concha y Toro, located in the 

well-known Maipo Valley. This centenary winery is one of 

the oldest and largest operations in Chile and we will get 

to learn about the famed Cabernet Sauvignon and 

Carmenere they produce. One of their most famous wines, 

Casillero del Diablo – Devil’s Cellar, honours the old and 

impressive underground cellar where the landlord used to 

hide his best wines, telling his employees that the Devil 

himself dwelled in this dark and mysterious place. Our 

final estate for the day is the fairly new Aquitania, which 

has a history draped in high profile figures from the 

international wine community. In the early 1990’s, 

Bordeaux luminaries Bruno Prats (Chateau Cos 

d'Estournel) and Paul Pontallier (Chateau Margaux) 

discovered that Chile’s Alto Maipo region was producing 

some exceptional Cabernet Sauvignon. They then decided 

to partner with their colleague Felipe de Solminihac, a 

renowned Chilean agronomist, oenologist and winemaker 

in the region. They acquired 45 acres in the 'Quebrada de 

Macul', historically the heart of the Maipo Valley 

vineyards, and this is where Viña Aquitania was born. Our 

tasting here should be extremely interesting as we sample 

their famed Cabernet Sauvignon and Lazuli, a Cabernet that is only produced during exceptional vintages 

and has wonderful aging potential.  

 

Day 3: El Yeso Reservoir and Baños Morales.  We have a full day for exploring the scenic 

surroundings of El Yeso reservoir in the Andean foothills. Rewarding sightings here could include the 

endemic Crag Chilia, the huge Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle, Black-winged Ground Dove, Greater 

Yellow Finch, Grey-flanked Cinclodes, Black-billed Shrike-Tyrant, Creamy-rumped Miner, Cordilleran 

and Sharp-billed Canasteros, South American Snipe and Yellow-rumped Siskin, among other Andean 

specialities. Much of our time will be spent 

carefully scanning the boggy areas of shallow 

grass and streams for the stunning Diademed 

Sandpiper-Plover, our main target species for the 

day. We can also listen for the call of Mountain 

Parakeets that regularly flock to this area, as well 

as the elusive Grey-breasted Seedsnipe. 

 

Day 4: Drive to Talca - Altos de Lircay Nature 

Reserve.  Today we will continue our 

explorations south of Santiago, driving along the 

Panamerican Highway. Once we reach Talca, we 

will head eastwards to the majestic Andes once 

again. Altos de Lircay Nature Reserve is located 

in an area better known as Vilches and holds the 

northernmost southern beech (Nothofagus) Chestnut-throated Huet-huet by Dušan Brinkhuizen 

Magellanic Woodpecker  

by Dušan Brinkhuizen 
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forests. Nowadays, these woodlands, 

deriving from ancient tree lineage, are only 

found as relict communities in temperate 

regions of the Southern Hemisphere, in 

distant places like New Zealand, Australia 

and New Caledonia. Along the route, we 

should also have the opportunity to observe 

Upland Goose, the scarce Bronze-winged 

Duck and if lucky Chilean Tinamou. The 

rich forests in the area host a wide range of 

specialised birds, although few conjure up 

such magnificence as the goliath Magellanic 

Woodpecker! Males show off a bright red 

head over a huge black body, while females 

adorn a ridiculously curled crest. We will 

listen for the distinctive taps of what is surely 

one of the world’s greatest woodpeckers, while also searching for the localised White-throated 

Treerunner, Dark-bellied Cinclodes, near-endemic Chestnut-throated Huet-huet and if fortunate Rufous-

legged Owl.  

 

Day 5: Lake Colbun - Santa Cruz vineyards (Lolol).  During the morning we will explore the nearby 

man-made Lake Colbun where we will scan the rocky slopes looking for noisy flocks of the threatened 

endemic race of Burrowing Parrot. Later, we will descend to the central valley, to immerse ourselves in 

one of the most famous wine-making regions of Chile – the Colchagua Valley. Santa Cruz is often 

regarded as the centre of the wine industry of this famed region and is a picturesque little town. Here we 

will be based at the lovely Hotel Santa Cruz which provides us with ample opportunity to explore the 

local museum and its fascinating collections. This afternoon we will explore the beautiful Santa Cruz 

vineyards where we will sample a variety of reds and whites while enjoying the lovely vistas. Dirt roads 

in the area also give us a good chance of finding the largest of the New World tyrant-flycatchers, the 

voracious Great Shrike-Tyrant. 

 

Day 6: Colchagua Valley - Viu Manent, Montes 

and Mont Grass vineyards.  Colchagua Valley 

and its ‘terroir’ are synonymous to full-bodied and 

richly flavored red wines, including Carmenere 

and Cabernet Sauvignon, although praised Merlot 

and Syrah have been produced in recent years. 

Today, we have planned to visit at least three top-

quality wine properties of the valley including 

Montes, Viu Manent and Casa Silva for tastings.  

 

Day 7: Maipo River and El Peral Nature 

Reserve, Matetic vineyard.  Today we will head 

north to the coast, exploring the Maipo River 

estuary and the productive coastal ponds and 

marshes nearby, which teem with birdlife and other 

water-associated species. At the tiny El Peral 

Santa Cruz by Jorge Valenzuela 

Burrowing Parrot by Dušan Brinkhuizen 
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Nature Reserve we will concentrate in 

finding the cryptic-colored Stripe-

backed Bittern, the brood-parasitic 

Black-headed Duck, Lake Duck, White-

tufted and Great Grebes, Coscoroba 

Swan, Red Shoveler, Brown-hooded 

Gull and the striking Many-colored 

Rush Tyrant. In addition, today will be 

our best chance to locate the scarce 

Ticking Doradito and Dusky Tapaculo.  

 

After a rewarding morning, we will visit 

the splendid Matetic Winery. A fairly 

new vineyard which started in 1999 by a 

fourth generation family, originally from 

Croatia, they have become pioneers for 

cool-climate Syrah in Chile. At Matetic 

they do an exceptional variety of wines including whites such as Sauvignon Blanc, Riesling, Chardonnay 

and Gewurtztraminer and reds including Pinot Noir, Cabernet Sauvignon and Carmenere. After a 

fabulous wine-tasting we will head to our seaside hotel. Just before arriving back we will inspect the 

rocky coast for the endemic Chilean Seaside Cinclodes and a variety of Humboldt Current seabird 

specialties.  

 

Day 8: Pelagic trip off Valparaiso - Cachagua.  Today we make an unforgettable visit to the cold 

waters of the Humboldt Current, considered to be one of the world’s finest pelagic birding locations. We 

can expect to see a great variety of tubenoses here, including Black-browed and Salvin’s Albatrosses, 

plus chances for Buller’s, Chatham, Antipodean (formerly part of the Wandering complex) and both 

Northern and Southern Royal Albatrosses. We should also find Southern and Northern Giant Petrels, 

Cape and the occasional De Filippi's (Masatierra), White-chinned and Westland Petrels, Pink-footed, 

Buller’s and Sooty Shearwaters, Wilson’s Storm Petrel and the rare Peruvian Diving Petrel. Other 

seabirds we may encounter during our 

pelagic include Red (Grey) Phalarope, the 

decorative Sabine’s Gull and Chilean Skua. 

Occasionally marine mammals are also 

found and while difficult to predict, previous 

pelagics have located Killer Whale (Orca), 

Sperm Whale and large pods of Dusky and 

Southern Right Whale Dolphins. We will 

also have repeated sightings of the abundant 

South American Sea Lion.  

 

During the afternoon we will continue 

exploring the coastal areas, visiting a 

protected breeding colony of Humboldt 

Penguin while we also hope to be able to see 

the scarce and range-restricted Southern Sea 

Otter. Our final stop will be at a coastal 

Viu Manet by Jorge Valenzuela 

Moustached Turca by Dušan Brinkhuizen 
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marsh to look for a variety of waterfowl 

including Red Shoveler, Yellow-billed 

Pintail, Speckled Teal and Chiloe 

Wigeon, all three lowland coot species, 

Spot-flanked Gallinule and Plumbeous 

Rail, which surprisingly for a rallid is 

often relatively straight forward to find as 

it frequently walks about in the open. 

 

Day 9: La Campana NP - Loma Larga 

and Emiliana vineyards, Casablanca 

Valley.  This morning, we visit La 

Campana National Park, a reserve that 

supports one of the last remaining Chilean 

Wine Palm forests amidst picturesque 

mountain peaks. Mount La Campana (The 

Bell), after which the park is named, is one of the most prominent peaks of the whole Coastal Range, and 

was also one of the many interesting places that a young Charles Darwin explored during his long stay 

in Chile in the 1830s. Within the national park we will look for an interesting array of endemic passerines, 

including Dusky-tailed Canastero, Moustached Turca and the furtive White-throated Tapaculo. We are 

also likely to encounter the remarkable Giant Hummingbird, Striped Woodpecker, Austral Pygmy Owl, 

Chilean Elaenia, Tufted Tit-Tyrant, Plain-mantled Tit-Spinetail, Grey-hooded Sierra Finch, Chilean 

Pigeon and the endearing Thorn-tailed Rayadito while in the national park.  

 

In the afternoon we will visit Loma Larga and Emiliana Vineyards in the Casablanca Valley. Loma Larga 

has an impressive selection of wines for tasting including many of the best known varietals in Chile 

including whites such as Sauvignon Blanc and Chardonnay and reds such as Syrah, Merlot, Pinot Noir, 

Cabernet Franc and Malbec to name but a few. Thereafter we venture across to Emiliana Winery 

 

Day 10: Cross the Andes into Argentina and birding the Uspallata area.  Today we are in for a truly 

magnificent day as we cross the spectacular Andes! At this latitude the majestic Andes Range reaches its 

maximum altitude and forms an impressive geological boundary between Chile and Argentina. The 

mountains divide not just the two countries 

cultures but also their natural biodiversity 

and we will witness this as the day 

progresses. On our drive we will make our 

way past many waypoints including the 

‘Snail’ or Caracol - a section of road 

consisting of multiple ascending bends that 

will give us access to the Cristo Redentor 

tunnel and eventually place us in Argentina.  

 

After border formalities, we will have the 

chance to bird the eastern foothills of the 

Andes. The bird assemblage is similar to 

Chile’s, although it drastically changes as 

we descend in altitude. On our drive, if the Buller’s Albatross by Dušan Brinkhuizen 

Montes vineyard by Jorge Valenzuela 
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weather is good, we can enjoy 

impressive views of the highest peak in 

the Americas and in fact both Southern 

and Western Hemispheres - Mount 

Aconcagua, which rises to 22,837 ft – 

(6,961 m). From a birding point of view 

we will keep a lookout for Mountain 

Caracara, Grey-breasted Seedsnipe, 

White-sided Hillstar, Rufous-banded and 

Creamy-rumped Miners, Black-billed 

Shrike-Tyrant, Cinereous, Black-

fronted, White-browed and Rufous-

naped Ground Tyrants plus Greater 

Yellow Finch, Band-tailed Sierra Finch 

and Yellow-rumped Siskin which can all 

be found in this setting. Andean Condor, 

a true icon of the Andes, is also fairly 

common here. The Valley of Uspallata will offer an appropriate birding welcome to this ‘Gaucho’ nation. 

The orchards and poplar groves hold a number of species that are absent from the Chilean side and among 

the species that we hope to see this afternoon will be White-collared Swift, the striking Red-tailed Comet, 

Fork-tailed Flycatcher, White-winged Black-Tyrant, Chaco Earthcreeper, Patagonian Mockingbird, 

White-tipped Plantcutter, and the delightful Rufous-sided Warbling Finch. 

 

Day 11: Birding Uspallata area, the Uco Valley and Salentein vineyards.  Welcome to the land of 

Malbec! Two thirds of Argentina’s wine production is to be found in the province of Mendoza, where 

the grape varietal Malbec is certainly its best ambassador on 

the international scene. This morning we will have further 

opportunities to bird the Uspallata area before we begin 

exploring a couple of vineyards in the area surrounding 

Mendoza City, San Lujan de Cuyo. This wine region of 

Argentina has no influence from the ocean and has more 

continental weather patterns, being hotter in the summer and 

having much cooler winters than in Chile. There is plenty of 

water coming from the mountains and these offer ideal 

conditions for the production of interesting wines with 

unique characteristics. While Malbec is certainly the most 

famous of the varietals grown in this region other fine wines 

such as Cabernet Sauvignon and Tempranillo are also 

produced and we will have fabulous opportunities to enjoy 

the wines and vineyards in beautiful surroundings.  

 

Day 12: Birding the Uco Valley and Zuccardi vineyards. 

This morning we will begin in the productive Uco Valley 

where we will have another opportunity to find a variety of 

lower altitude Andean species.  

 

Later in the afternoon we will venture to the Zuccardi 
Red-tailed Comet by David Shackelford 

Zuccardi winery by Jorge Valenzuela 
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vineyards. This family run operation has been 

producing fabulous wines since the 1960’s with two 

members of the family (José Alberto and Sebastián 

Zuccardi) being featured in Decanter magazine as two 

of Argentina’s most celebrated and influential wine 

personalities. The family have five different estates, all 

in Mendoza with three located in the stunning Uco 

Valley. They are renowned for producing excellent 

Cabernet’s and Malbecs but also have a fine 

Chardonnay and Syrah in their collection. They also 

produce some interesting varietals such as Tempranillo 

and Ancellotta and we will have the chance to taste a 

variety of Zuccardi wines during our visit.  

 

Day 13: Birding Mendoza.  The ‘Monte Desert’ is a 

vast scrub community extending broadly throughout 

the length and breadth of Argentina, and holds a 

wonderful variety of special and interesting bird species. We will explore the plains located east of 

Mendoza, into the adjacent province of San Juan, where we will search for an array of specialties that 

are largely confined to this scrub desert. These include some very unique tapaculos such as Crested and 

Sandy Gallito together with other interesting passerines including the endemic Steinbach’s Canastero, 

White-throated Cacholote, Tufted Tit-Spinetail, the recently-described Straneck’s Tyrannulet and the 

lovely Cinnamon Warbling Finch, among several others.  

 

Day 14: Escorihuela Gascón vineyards, depart from Mendoza Airport.  This morning we will have 

the opportunity to visit the historic Escorihuela Gascón vineyards where we will enjoy one last wine 

tasting experience before lunch. These vineyards date back to 1884 when Miguel Escorihuela Gascón, 

who emigrated over from Spain, purchased his first vineyard in the area of Mendoza. Over the next 3 

decades Gascón eventually went on to become one of the wealthiest individuals in Mendoza and was 

officially bestowed the honourable title of "Don." 

In the 1940s Gascón started bottling the first pure 

varietal Malbec’s and today, Bodegas 

Escorihuela still occupies the original site in 

Godoy Cruz, just outside downtown Mendoza. 

Even the original architecture is still apparent 

with the facade of the original building and old 

train station being maintained. The interior 

however is modern and is a first rate, bustling 

wine production facility. The Gascón reds are 

typically medium-bodied with layered fruit and a 

soft, supple finish. Gascón is an integral part of 

Malbec’s history and we will thoroughly enjoy 

our visit.  

 

This afternoon our fabulous tour of Chile and 

Argentina comes to an end with departure flights 

from Mendoza.  

Sandy Gallito by Clayton Burne 

Grey-breasted Seedsnipe by Dušan Brinkhuizen 



RBL - Chile & Argentina – Birds & Wine  10 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS: 

Tour dates, prices, single supplement rates, approximate flight costs (where applicable) and spaces 

available for this tour are displayed on our website. Please see under IMPORTANT NOTES below. 
 

The tour fee includes: 

• All meals from dinner on day 1 to lunch on day 14; 

• All lodgings; 

• Ground transportation; 

• Bottled drinking water; 

• Selected wines; 

• Extra activities mentioned in the itinerary; 

• Tasting fees; 

• Reserve entrance fees; and 

• All guiding services (including tips for local guides and services.) 
 

The tour fee does not include: 

• Visa fees; 

• ANY flights; 

• Any drinks; 

• Special gratuities; and 

• Telephone calls, laundry and other items of a personal nature. 

 

Single Supplement: The single supplement cost for this tour will be charged if you wish to have single 

accommodation. If RBL cannot provide you with a rooming partner for these nights although you choose 

to share, the single supplement will become applicable. We will make all reasonable efforts to ensure that 

a rooming partner is found if you do wish to share. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTES:  

a) Due to constantly fluctuating exchange rates, we quote our tours in 4 currencies. The tour price 

is however fixed only in the currency printed in bold, and the actual cost in the other currencies 

listed will be adjusted according to prevailing exchange rates at the time of final invoicing (usually 

4 months before the tour.) The same applies to approximate flight and single supplement rates, 

which are also quoted in the respective fixed currency. 

b) Rates are based upon group tariffs; if the tour does not have sufficient registration a small party 

supplement will have to be charged.  

c) Furthermore, these costs are subject to unforeseen increases in tour related costs and may have 

to be adjusted as a result.  

d) Lastly, we may be forced to change or alter the itinerary and / or the designated Rockjumper 

leader/s at short or no notice due to unforeseen circumstances; please be aware that we will attempt 

to adhere as close to the original program as possible. 

 

Tipping: As noted above, gratuities (drivers, hotel staff, restaurants etc.) are included on this tour. 

However, this does not include your Rockjumper leader/s. If, therefore, you feel that he/they have given 

you excellent service, it is entirely appropriate to tip them. 
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ARRIVAL & DEPARTURE DETAILS: 

This tour does not include ANY airfares. Comodoro Arturo Merino Benítez International Airport, 

Santiago (IATA: SCL) is the arrival airport for this tour. El Plumerillo International Airport, Mendoza 

(IATA: MDZ) is the departure airport for this tour. 

 

Day 1 has been set aside as an arrival day and you are free to arrive at any time. The tour will depart 

from the hotel in Santiago on Day 2. The tour will conclude after lunch in Mendoza on Day 14. 

 

The above information in respect of arrivals and departures is a guide only. Precise arrival and departure 

information will be sent to you in your Tour Confirmation package once the tour has been officially 

confirmed. If you wish to arrive early and/or depart late and would like assistance in this regard, kindly 

contact the Rockjumper office. 

 

FLIGHTS: 

Comodoro Arturo Merino Benítez International Airport, Santiago (IATA: SCL), is the main port of entry 

for international flights into Chile. Please DO NOT book any flights until you have consulted the 

Rockjumper office for confirmation on the status of the tour. 


